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AnchorGuardian and Swiss Ocean Tech accept no responsibility for decisions made based on the
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Foreword

At AnchorGuardian, we believe that informed decisions are built on access to reliable

information.

This guide brings together anchoring regulations, planning resources and official information

sources from across the Mediterranean.

It is not intended to replace official guidance, local authority instructions or professional
judgement. Instead, it is designed to help captains, crew and yacht managers find relevant

information more quickly.

We hope it proves useful during the 2026 Mediterranean season.

Safe Anchoring,

Your AnchorGuardian Team
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Executive Summary

As of June 2026, anchoring rules vary significantly across the Mediterranean.

According to the sources reviewed for this report, France currently has some of the most
detailed anchoring restrictions for larger yachts, particularly vessels over 24m and, in some
areas, vessels over 45m or 300 GT.

Spain introduced important new seagrass protection measures through Royal Decree 191/2026.
The Balearic Islands remain one of the best-developed regions for seabed mapping and
anchoring guidance.

In Croatia, Italy, Greece, Monaco and Turkiye, local restrictions often have a greater practical
impact than national regulations. Protected areas, harbour authorities and local notices may
determine where anchoring is permitted.

Malta and Cyprus should be treated as local-check destinations. Before anchoring, check local

requirements, protected areas and current authority guidance.

This guide provides a practical overview of the information reviewed for June 2026. It is

intended to support voyage planning and awareness. It is not legal advice.
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Mediterranean Anchoring Snapshot 2026

A quick reference before you enter a new cruising area

Country Overall Key Consideration

Planning

Requirement
I 0France YY) Most developed regulatory environment
= Spain eeee0 Regional differences are important
miim Croatia YYY Y Protected areas and concession zones
0 Bitaly eee00 Significant local variation
= Greece 00000 Generally flexible but evolving
T(jrkiye ®0000 Verify destination-specific requirements
" Bvatta 00000 Limited operating area

£ Cyprus ©0000 Local verification recommended
Monaco eeee0 Special operating environment

» CURRENT TRENDS ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN

* More protection of sensitive seabed habitats
* More digital planning tools
* More local enforcement

e Greater need to check local requirements before arrival

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026
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@ BEFORE ARRIVAL
Verify:

v Local anchoring restrictions
v Official anchoring maps

v Notices to Mariners

v Harbour authority guidance

Vv Protected areas

& CAPTAIN'S CHECKLIST

o Destination reviewed

o Official sources checked

o Anchorage restrictions verified
o Protected areas reviewed

o Crew briefed

o Voyage plan updated

# COUNTRIES COVERED IN THIS GUIDE

France ® Spain ® Croatia ® Italy ® Greece ® Turkiye ® Malta ® Cyprus ® Monaco
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How To Use This Guide

This guide is designed as a quick planning reference for captains, officers and crew
operating in the Mediterranean.

Each country section summarises the current situation, highlights key restrictions and
identifies useful planning resources.

Use this guide to understand what to check before arrival.

Always confirm current requirements using official sources before anchoring.

REPORT ICONS

@ OFFICIAL SOURCE

Government authority, harbour authority, protected-area authority or official
publication.

# RESOURCE

Useful website, map, application or planning tool.

? LOCAL CHECK

Rules may vary by location or season. Check local requirements before arrival.

&' PLANNING NOTE

Information relevant to voyage planning and anchoring operations.

»t REGULATION UPDATE

New regulation, policy change or important development.

Charts, apps and industry publications are useful planning tools, but they are not legal

authority.

Always verify current requirements before anchoring.
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What's New In 2026

Several developments make 2026 an important year for captains operating in the
Mediterranean.

»t SPAIN INTRODUCES ROYAL DECREE 191/2026

Spain introduced Royal Decree 191/2026, creating a national framework for the
protection of Posidonia oceanica and Cymodocea nodosa meadows in Spanish
Mediterranean waters.

For captains, this means seabed awareness and route planning are becoming
increasingly important.

»t IMPROVED OFFICIAL MAPPING AND INFORMATION

Official seabed maps and planning tools continue to improve across the Mediterranean.
Captains now have access to more information before arrival than ever before.

»t MORE LOCAL RESTRICTIONS

Many anchoring restrictions are now managed locally through protected areas, national
parks, harbour authorities and regional administrations.

In many locations, local rules have a greater practical impact than national regulations.

» GROWING USE OF MANAGED MOORING SYSTEMS

Several destinations continue to expand managed mooring fields and authorised buoy
systems.

»t MORE PLANNING REQUIRED

The Mediterranean remains one of the world's premier cruising destinations.

However, captains increasingly need to check multiple sources before arrival to
understand local restrictions and protected areas.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 8
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11 FRANCE

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention HIGH

Main Objective Protection of Posidonia meadows and sensitive coastal habitats
National Framework National, regional and local restrictions

Official Planning Tool ~ Nav&Co
Enforcement Activity Active

Primary Focus Large-vessel anchoring management

What You Need to Know

According to the sources reviewed for this report, France currently has some of the
most detailed anchoring restrictions in the Mediterranean.

There is no single France-wide anchoring rule.

Requirements vary between regions, protected areas and local Maritime Prefecture
regulations.

For captains, the most important considerations are vessel-size thresholds, local
restrictions and designated anchoring areas.

»t REGULATION UPDATE

As of June 2026, France continues to expand the use of local restrictions, managed
mooring areas, digital planning tools and protected zones along parts of the
Mediterranean coast.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026
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18 France At a Glance

Threshold Why It Matters
=20m Applies in certain Cote d'Azur sectors
>24m Common threshold used in many French Mediterranean anchoring

regulations

=45m or 300 GT French Mediterranean large-vessel rules for larger vessels

=80m Additional controls and authorisation requirements may apply

30m Depth Contour Important reference along much of the French Mediterranean
mainland coast

40m Depth Contour Important reference in parts of Corsica

Nav&Co Primary official planning tool

Areas Requiring Extra Attention

Cote d'Azur
Risk Level: HIGH

The Coéte d'Azur has some of the most detailed anchoring restrictions in France.
Current thresholds include:

e Alpes-Maritimes east of the Var River to Monaco and the Italian border: 220m
e Alpes-Maritimes from Pointe de I'Aiguille to the Var River: 224m

e Esterel / Var-Alpes-Maritimes sector: 224m

? LOCAL CHECK

Always verify the current prefectural order before arrival.
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Corsica

Risk Level: HIGH

Corsica contains extensive Posidonia meadows and several protected coastal areas.
Current regulations identify vessel thresholds of 224m in areas including:

e Cap Corse / Agriate

e Bastia - La Chiappa

e | ozari - Roccapina

® Bouches de Bonifacio

? LOCAL CHECK

Restrictions vary between sectors. Check current requirements before selecting an

anchorage.

Additional Rules for Larger Vessels

Additional restrictions apply to larger vessels throughout the French Mediterranean.
For vessels:

® 45m to less than 80m - advance declaration is generally required before anchoring
or stopping.

® 245m or 300 GT - additional restrictions may apply depending on location.

® 280m - operations are generally restricted to designated management zones and
may require specific authorisation.

Depth-Based Rules

Some French Mediterranean restrictions use water depth as a reference point.

For larger vessels, restrictions are often designed around:

* The 30m depth contour along much of the French Mediterranean mainland coastline.
® The 40m depth contour in parts of Corsica.

These measures are intended to reduce anchoring in sensitive shallow-water habitats.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 11
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? LocAL cHEck 11
Details vary by sector. Check the current prefectural order and official guidance before

arrival.

FINES AND ENFORCEMENT

France maintains significant penalties for breaches of maritime and environmental
regulations.

& MARITIME RULE VIOLATIONS

Up to:

* 1 year imprisonment

e £€150,000 fine

(Code des transports Article L5242-2)

& DAMAGE TO PROTECTED SPECIES OR HABITATS

Up to:

e 3years imprisonment

e £150,000 fine

The fine may be increased in certain protected areas, including natural reserves and
national park core zones.

Recent cases have also included ecological-damage compensation in addition to

criminal penalties.
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11 OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ Nav&Co
Official French maritime information platform developed by SHOM, OFB and DGAMPA.

https://diffusion.shom.fr/application-mobile-nav-co.html

@ MEDITERRANEAN MARITIME PREFECTURE

https://www.premar-mediterranee.gouv.fr

@ FRENCH BIODIVERSITY OFFICE (OFB)

https://www.ofb.gouv.fr

RESOURCES
# Nav&Co (i0S)
https://apps.apple.com/fr/app/nav-co/id1642742060

™ Nav&Co (Android)
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.navco

™ FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN ANCHORING STRATEGY (FRENCH ONLY)

https://www.premar-

mediterranee.gouv.fr/uploads/mediterranee/pages/Strategie Mouillages.pdf

NAV&CO - IMPORTANT NOTE

Nav&Co is one of the most useful planning tools available to captains operating in
French waters. However, SHOM states that Nav&Co is not a navigation system and that
its regulatory information is indicative, complementary and not exhaustive.

? Use Nav&Co as a planning tool. It does not replace official charts, notices to mariners

or local regulations.
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11 KEY TAKEAWAYS

e France has some of the most detailed anchoring restrictions in the Mediterranean.

* Vessel-size thresholds vary by region and may begin at 20m or 24m depending on
location.

e Additional restrictions apply to vessels =45m or 300 GT.

e The Coéte d'Azur and Corsica require particular attention.

e The 30m depth contour (mainland) and 40m depth contour (Corsica) are important
planning considerations for larger vessels.

e Nav&Co is one of the most useful planning tools for French waters.

e Check current local regulations before arrival.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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= SPAIN

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention MEDIUM-HIGH

Main Objective Protection of Posidonia and Cymodocea seagrass meadow
National Framework Royal Decree 191/2026

Key Cruising Area Balearic Islands

Official Mapping Tool GOIB Posidonia Viewer

Official Information Resource Atlas Posidonia

Enforcement Activity Active, particularly in the Balearic Islands

Primary Focus Preventing anchoring on protected seagrass meadows

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

As of June 2026, Spain is one of the most important countries for captains to monitor
because of Royal Decree 191/2026, which establishes a national framework for the
conservation of Posidonia oceanica and Cymodocea nodosa meadows in Spanish
Mediterranean waters.

The decree prohibits anchoring on protected seagrass meadows except through
authorised low-impact systems such as approved moorings or buoy fields.

Captains should pay close attention to seabed type, protected areas and local
restrictions before anchoring.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 15
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» REGULATION UPDATE =

Royal Decree 191/2026 introduces a national conservation framework covering Spanish
Mediterranean waters.

@ OFFICIAL LEGAL TEXT
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2026-5877

? LOCAL CHECK

Implementation and enforcement may vary between autonomous communities, marine
protected areas and local authorities.

& PLANNING NOTE

The Balearic Islands remain one of the most developed regions in the Mediterranean for
seabed mapping and operational guidance.

BALEARIC ISLANDS

Mallorca, Menorca, Ibiza and Formentera continue to serve as the reference point for
practical Posidonia management in the Mediterranean.

The region provides some of the most comprehensive public seabed information
available to captains, allowing protected habitats to be identified before arrival.

¥ OFFICIAL POSIDONIA CARTOGRAPHY
https://www.caib.es/sites/cuidamposidonia/en/posidonia_cartography/

# GOIB POSIDONIA VIEWER
https://ideib.caib.es/posidonia/

¥ ATLAS POSIDONIA
https://atlasposidonia.com/en/tools/

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 16
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= OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ SPANISH OFFICIAL STATE GAZETTE (BOE)
https://www.boe.es

@ GOVERNMENT OF THE BALEARIC ISLANDS (GOIB)
https://www.caib.es

KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Spain's importance increased significantly in 2026 following Royal Decree
191/2026.

e Protected seagrass meadows are a primary regulatory focus.

e The Balearic Islands remain the Mediterranean benchmark for practical seabed
mapping and Posidonia guidance.

e Official mapping resources are widely available and should form part of
voyage planning.

® Local implementation and enforcement should always be verified before
arrival.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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= CROATIA

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention MEDIUM / LOCAL HIGH

Main Focus Protected areas and concession anchorages
Official Resource nlS (Nautical Information Service)

Primary Risk Local restrictions and concession management

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

In Croatia, local rules often matter more than national regulations.
Rules can vary significantly between islands, bays and national parks.

? LOCAL CHECK

Before arrival, verify whether the intended anchorage lies within a protected area,
concession zone or locally managed anchorage.

& PLANNING NOTE

Do not assume that free anchoring is permitted simply because an anchorage appears
on a chart. Check local rules, fees and concession arrangements before arrival.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 18
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== OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ nlS (NAUTICAL INFORMATION SERVICE)
https://mmpi.gov.hr/sea/nautics/nautical-information-service-nis/18290

@ CROATIAN GOVERNMENT NAUTICS PORTAL
https://gov.hr/en/nautics/1558

@ CROATIAN HYDROGRAPHIC INSTITUTE (HHI)
https://www.hhi.hr

KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Local rules often matter more than national rules.

* Protected areas may have separate anchoring, mooring and fee requirements.
e Concession-managed anchorages are common.

e Use nlS as your primary planning resource.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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i1 ITALY

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention MEDIUM / LOCAL HIGH

Main Focus Marine Protected Areas and local regulations
Official Sources MPA Authorities and Capitaneria di Porto
Primary Risk Local rules differ significantly between regions

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

ltaly does not operate under a single nationwide anchoring framework. For captains, the
biggest challenge is understanding local rules that may apply within Marine Protected
Areas (MPAs), national parks and Natura 2000 sites.

Restrictions can vary considerably between regions and may include anchoring
prohibitions, seasonal measures or requirements to use authorised moorings.

? LOCAL CHECK

Before anchoring near Sardinia, Liguria, Tuscany, Sicily, Campania or protected islands,
verify local MPA and Coast Guard requirements.

& PLANNING NOTE

Do not assume that rules in one Italian region apply elsewhere. Local regulations are
often the decisive factor.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 20
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B B OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ LOCAL MARINE PROTECTED AREA AUTHORITIES
@ CAPITANERIA DI PORTO (ITALIAN COAST GUARD)

RESOURCES

¥ ponNIA
https://medtrix.fr/en/portfolio_page/donia/

® RAMOGE Documents
https://ramoge.org/en/documents/

KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Understanding local regulations is the biggest challenge for captains.

e Marine Protected Areas may have separate anchoring and mooring requirements.

e Verify local rules before arrival.
e Do notrely solely on charts or cruising guides.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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= GREECE

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention MEDIUM / RISING

Main Focus Expanding protected areas
Official Sources Port Police and local authorities
Primary Risk Local restrictions vary significantly

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Current guidance indicates that Greece remains one of the more flexible cruising areas
in the Mediterranean. However, protected areas, Natura 2000 zones and local
restrictions continue to expand.

? LOCAL CHECK

Treat protected areas, sensitive seagrass bays and organised mooring zones as
locations requiring additional verification.

&' PLANNING NOTE

Use cruising guides and commercial resources as planning aids but verify requirements
locally before anchoring.
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= RESOURCES

™ DONIA
https://medtrix.fr/en/portfolio_page/donia/

¥ MedPAN
https://www.unep.org/unepmap/what-we-do/MSSD/MedPAN

KEY TAKEAWAYS =

e Greece remains highly accessible for cruising.
Protected areas continue to expand.
Check local requirements before arrival.

e Requirements may differ significantly between regions.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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TURKIYE

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention MEDIUM / LOCAL HIGH

Main Focus Protected bays and local management
Official Sources Harbour Masters and local authorities
Primary Risk Destination-specific restrictions

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Turkiye's Mediterranean coastline includes several protected bays and coastal areas
where anchoring and mooring arrangements may be managed locally.

The Fethiye-Gocek region remains one of the most important areas for captains to verify
before arrival, as managed mooring systems and local restrictions may apply.

? LOCAL CHECK

Do not assume that free anchoring is permitted in every bay. Verify local requirements
with the relevant Harbour Master, marina or protected-area authority before arrival.

& PLANNING NOTE

Where authorised moorings are available, they may be preferred to anchoring in
sensitive or highly managed areas.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 24
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OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ LOCAL HARBOUR MASTERS
@ RELEVANT PROTECTED AREA AUTHORITIES

RESOURCES

# GOCEK MOORING RESERVATION SYSTEM (DERIA)

https://deria.gov.tr
(Reservation platform for the G6cek managed mooring system.)

" DONIA
https://medtrix.fr/en/portfolio_page/donia/

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Local management is the biggest challenge.
The Fethiye-Gocek region requires particular attention.

Verify restrictions before arrival.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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"l MALTA

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention CHECK LOCALLY

Main Focus Harbour and coastal management
Official Sources Transport Malta and local authorities
Primary Risk Harbour-specific requirements

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

As of June 2026, Malta should be treated as a local-check destination. While no single
nationwide anchoring framework is highlighted in this report, local harbour, coastal and
environmental restrictions may apply.

? LOCAL CHECK

Before anchoring, verify local requirements with Transport Malta, harbour authorities
and any relevant protected-area managers.

&' PLANNING NOTE

Do not assume that Malta's compact cruising area means simple anchoring rules. Local
instructions may be decisive.

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026 26
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" | OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ TRANSPORT MALTA
@ LOCAL HARBOUR AUTHORITIES

RESOURCES

#™ ENVIRONMENT & RESOURCES AUTHORITY (ERA)
https://era.org.mt/

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Verify local requirements before arrival.

Consult Transport Malta and harbour authorities.
Monitor local notices and harbour guidance.
Treat Malta as a local-verification country.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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* CYPRUS

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention CHECK LOCALLY

Main Focus Local operational requirements
Official Sources Port authorities and marine authorities
Primary Risk Protected area and local restrictions

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

As of June 2026, Cyprus should be treated as a local-check destination. Captains should
verify local restrictions, protected areas and port authority guidance before arrival.

? LOCAL CHECK

Check whether the intended anchorage lies within or near a marine protected area,
managed zone or high-traffic coastal area.

& PLANNING NOTE

When in doubt, verify requirements directly with the harbour master, marina or port
authority before anchoring.
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% OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ CYPRUS PORT AND MARITIME AUTHORITIES
@ DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESEARCH

RESOURCES

™ CYPRUS MARINE PROTECTED AREAS NETWORK
https://www.gov.cy/moa-dfmr/en/documents/marine-protected-areas-network/

KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Verify local restrictions before arrival.

® Check for marine protected areas and local requirements.
® Monitor official notices and port authority guidance.

e Treat Cyprus as a local-verification country.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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== MONACO

REGULATORY SNAPSHOT 2026

Topic Current Position

Planning Attention HIGH IN SMALL WATERS

Main Focus Local authority management
Official Sources Monaco maritime authorities
Primary Risk Space, traffic and local restrictions

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Monaco has limited space, heavy traffic and detailed local rules. Advance planning is
essential.

Although Monaco is a separate country, many visiting yachts operate throughout the
wider France-Monaco-ltaly corridor. Captains should therefore consider both Monaco-
specific requirements and neighbouring French regulations during voyage planning.

? LOCAL CHECK

Before anchoring or waiting offshore, verify current instructions, permitted areas and
traffic management arrangements with the relevant authority.

& PLANNING NOTE

Treat Monaco as a local-authority-led country. Regional guidance should never replace
current local instructions.
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™= OFFICIAL SOURCES

@ MONACO MARITIME AUTHORITIES
@ MONACO CODE DE LA MER

https://legimonaco.mc/code/code-mer/

RESOURCES

¥ RAMOGE

https://ramoge.org/

# RAMOGE DOCUMENTS
https://ramoge.org/en/documents/

KEY TAKEAWAYS

* Monaco is a highly managed operating environment.
Local authority instructions are decisive.

Consider Monaco and the wider French Riviera together during planning.

Verify current requirements before arrival.

Last reviewed: June 2026
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Mediterranean Captain's Quick Reference 2026

Country Planning Main Issue Key Best Resource
Attention Thresholds

= Spain High Posidonia protection  Local GOIB Viewer
i Croatia Medium-High  Concession zones Local nlS
I Bitaly Medium-High  MPAs Local DONIA
=Greece  Medium Protected areas Local DONIA
B Tirkiye Medium Managed bays Local DERIA

B Valta Local Check Harbour restrictions Local Transport Malta
- Cyprus Local Check Protected areas Local Port Authorities
"MonacoHigh g sl hores

Before Arrival Checklist

v Local restrictions checked

v Protected areas reviewed

v Official maps consulted

v Harbour authority guidance checked
v Notices to Mariners reviewed
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Where To Verify Information

One of the biggest challenges facing captains today is not the lack of information but
knowing which source to trust.

Regulations, protected-area rules, local notices and operational requirements can
change. When information appears to conflict, use the highest-authority source
available for the decision you are about to make.

Recommended Source Order

@ OFFICIAL LEGAL TEXTS AND REGULATIONS

Use these for the actual rule, restriction, threshold or prohibition. Examples:

* |aws and decrees
e Government regulations
e Official notices and publications

@ LOCAL AUTHORITY

Use these for current operational guidance and local interpretation. Examples:

e Harbour Master's Offices

* Maritime authorities

e Port authorities

e Coast Guard or Port Police
* Maritime prefectures

@ MARINE PROTECTED AREA AND PARK AUTHORITIES

Use these for zone-specific anchoring, mooring and access requirements. Examples:

* Marine protected area managers
¢ National Park authorities
e Nature Park authorities

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech AG / Mediterranean Anchoring Regulations Report 2026
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™ OFFICIAL MAPPING TOOLS

Use these to identify protected areas, seabed types and regulated zones before arrival.

Examples:

e Nav&Co (France)
e GOIB Posidonia Viewer (Balearic Islands)
¢ nlIS(Croatia)

# SUPPORTING RESOURCES

Useful for planning and situational awareness, but they should not replace official
information. Examples:

e DONIA

e Atlas Posidonia

e Cruising guides

* Local sailing publications

€ RESEARCH AND BACKGROUND REPORTS

Useful for understanding why regulations are changing, but not for determining
whether anchoring is permitted. Examples:

e WWEF reports
* MedPAN publications
e Academic studies

? LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

Local experience can provide valuable operational insight, but it should complement
official information rather than replace it.

Captain's Note:

Apps, maps and industry summaries are valuable planning tools, but local authority
instructions remain decisive. In practice, harbour authorities, signal stations,
protected-area managers and local agents can often provide important operational
guidance that supplements published information. When in doubt, verify
requirements directly with the responsible authority before anchoring.
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Five Digital Resources Worth Having on Your

Device

@ Nav&Co (FRANCE)

Official information:

French government / SHOM

page:
https://diffusion.shom.fr/app

lication-mobile-nav-co.html

Apple App Store: Google Play (Android):
https://apps.apple.com/fr | https://play.qooale.com/store/
/app/nav- search?q=nav%26co&c=apps
co/id1642742060

Nav&Co is an official French initiative supported by SHOM, OFB and DGAMPA and
provides maritime regulations, protected areas, seagrass information and navigation

alerts.

@ POSIDONIA GOIB VIEWER (BALEARIC ISLANDS)
Official Posidonia GOIB Viewer: https://ideib.caib.es/posidonia/

Government of the Balearic Islands resource used for real-time seabed identification

and anchoring planning.

@ nlS (CROATIA)

Official system (Croatian Integrated Maritime Information System (nlS)):
https://mmpi.gov.hr/sea/nautics/nautical-information-service-nis/18290

¥ ATLAS POSIDONIA
Official project:

Atlas Posidonia

Atlas Posidonia Tools page:

https://atlasposidonia.com/en/ https://atlasposidonia.com/en/tools/

This is one of the best background resources explaining Posidonia mapping,
regulations and available planning tools in the Balearics.
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® DONIA

Official website: https://donia.fr/

DONIA remains one of the best-known seabed awareness and anchoring-planning
applications in the western Mediterranean and is specifically recommended by several
Mediterranean anchoring guidance resources.

? Availability, features and coverage may change. Always verify information through official

authorities before making operational decisions.
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What The Latest Research Is Telling Us

Over the last decade, Mediterranean countries have invested heavily in seabed
mapping, habitat monitoring and marine protected areas, improving understanding of

how anchoring interacts with sensitive marine habitats.

Much of this work focuses on Posidonia oceanica, a Mediterranean seagrass that
provides habitat for marine life, helps stabilise the seabed and contributes to long-term
carbon storage.

Common themes across Mediterranean studies and management plans include:

e The importance of protecting Posidonia meadows
e The value of accurate seabed mapping

® The benefits of improved voyage planning

® The need for clear information for mariners

e The use of local restrictions in sensitive areas

One of the most widely referenced studies is WWF Mediterranean's Safeguarding
Mediterranean Seagrass Blue Forests from Anchoring Damage (2025)

(https://www.wwfmmi.org/what we do/blue economy/protect our blue forests/),

which estimated:

* More than 179,000 vessels anchored on seagrass meadows during 2024

e Approximately 45% of those vessels were over 24 metres in length

® More than 50,000 hectares (500 km?), equivalent to approximately 71,000 football
pitches of seagrass habitat were affected by anchoring activity.

e Spain, France, Italy, Greece and Tirkiye experienced particularly high levels of
anchoring pressure

For captains, the practical message is straightforward: seabed awareness, accurate
charts, official mapping tools and local information are becoming increasingly important

parts of voyage planning throughout the Mediterranean.

Research helps explain why regulations, protected areas and managed mooring
systems continue to evolve. Use research to understand the trend. Use official national
and local sources to understand the rule.
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RAMOGE & Future Trends

UNDERSTANDING THE DIRECTION OF TRAVEL

Captains often ask whether anchoring regulations across the Mediterranean are
becoming more restrictive.

The answer depends on the location.

What is clear is that authorities are investing more time and resources into seabed
mapping, habitat protection and the management of sensitive coastal areas.

One organisation frequently referenced in this discussion is RAMOGE.
WHAT IS RAMOGE?

RAMOGE is a cooperation agreement between France, Monaco and ltaly focused on
protecting the north-west Mediterranean.

Most captains will never interact directly with RAMOGE.

However, the organisation has supported research, seabed mapping, environmental
awareness and regional cooperation for many years.

WHY IT MATTERS

RAMOGE does not create anchoring regulations.

However, its work often influences future protection measures, management
approaches and environmental initiatives in parts of the western Mediterranean.

LOOKING AHEAD

Several trends are already visible across the region.

Trend 1: Better Mapping

Authorities continue to invest in improved seabed mapping and digital planning tools.

Trend 2: More Accessible Information
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Information that was previously difficult to obtain is becoming easier to access through
official websites, applications and online mapping platforms.

Trend 3: More Local Restrictions

Many future measures are likely to be introduced at a local level through protected
areas, harbour authorities and regional administrations.

Trend 4: Greater Seabed Awareness

Captains, owners, charter guests and authorities are paying increasing attention to what
lies beneath the vessel before anchoring.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR CAPTAINS

The most successful captains will not necessarily be those who know every regulation.

They will be those who know where to find reliable information quickly and who adapt
effectively to changing local requirements.

Captain’'s Note:
The Mediterranean continues to evolve.

Staying informed remains one of the simplest ways to avoid surprises and support
better voyage planning.

RAMOGE homepage:
https://ramoge.org/

RAMOGE sustainable boating and cruising:
https://ramoge.org/en/sustainable-management-of-recreational-boating-and-cruising/

RAMOGE documents:
https://ramoge.org/en/documents/

Mediterranean Posidonia Network:
https://medposidonianetwork.com/
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A Final Thought

The purpose of this guide is simple.

To bring together useful information that can help captains better understand the
regulations, resources and information sources that shape anchoring throughout the
Mediterranean.

The Mediterranean is one of the world's most remarkable cruising regions. It is also one
of its most diverse. Different countries, different authorities, different protected areas
and different local requirements all contribute to a constantly evolving operating

environment.

No guide can replace professional judgement.
No application can replace experience.

No publication can replace official sources.

However, access to reliable information can help reduce uncertainty and support better

decision-making. That is why this guide was created.

If there is one message we hope readers take away, it is this:

Better information supports better decisions.

We encourage all captains, crew and operators to continue verifying local requirements,

using official resources and sharing knowledge throughout the yachting community.

Safe Anchoring,

Your AnchorGuardian Team

© 2026 Swiss Ocean Tech Ltd. All rights reserved.
Information reviewed: June 2026.

This publication may be shared in its original form with attribution.
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